Tremper High School
Survey of Literature and Composition Honors 9
Summer Reading Assignment

Welcome to your honors English class at Tremper High School. All honors students are
required to engage in a summer reading assignment and vocabulary assignment to prepare them
for the rigors of the freshman course. Your book this summer is Mary Shelley's classic
Frankenstein, available at RK News Hallmark 5914 75th St., Kenosha, Wis. , 694-4055. The
edition required is the Enriched Classics version (ISBN: 978-0743487580). Please read the
introduction and utilize the end notes, which explain the text. The cost of the book is
$4.18. Please indicate that you are from Tremper and you are purchasing the book for the summer
reading assignment.

Honors students engage in the text by using the close reading and marking methods to better
understand the text. The entire project is turned in for a grade two weeks after the class begins.
Please create a key on the inside flap of the book to indicate your marking. (Entire Project
means one marked book, a typed vocabulary assignment and typed summaries of each
chapter.) A close reading is defined as an analysis of literary terms and structure that occurs
during the reading of the text. Students must use a highlighter, blue or black ink, (no pencil) and
mark the following:

Vocabulary words Pink 50 Words

Besides marking and defining them in the novel, you will submit a typed copy of 50 words that
you are unfamiliar with and the pages they are found on. A definition that matches the context
they are used in should follow each word.

Characterization Green Major and minor characters
Direct Characterization: the method of character development in which the author simply tells
what the character is like.

Indirect Characterization: the writer reveals information about a character and his or her
personality through that character's thoughts, words, and actions, along with how other
characters respond to that character, including what they think and say about him or her.

Mark all the characters in the novel. Begin with Walton in Ch. 1-4, move to Victor Frankenstein
and his immediate family and friends. These characters include but are not limited to: Elizabeth
Lavenza and Clerval, Justine Moritz, and the DeLacy family, Victor's university professors, and
of course, the Creature. Comment in your margin on how Shelley develops the characters through
what they say (dialogue), what they do (actions), and what other characters think of them. Also,
comment on the thoughts of Victor, the Creature and Walton. Pay close attention to the indirect
characterization Shelley uses to describe Victor, the Creature and Walton through their own
thoughts. Please indicate whether direct or indirect characterization is used in each situation. Do
not use sentences such as "Walton is nice." or "Elizabeth is caring." Try to use vocabulary that
describes the characterization that Shelley created.

Conflict Yellow person vs. person, person vs. self,
person vs. society, person vs. nature

Conflict: is simply defined as a problem. More specifically it is the struggle between two forces.
Mark all the conflicts the characters encounter in the novel. Besides highlighting the conflict in



yellow, choose one of the above types of conflict which best describes the conflict and write it in
the margins of the text.

Internal Conflict: Person deals with inner struggle (Should I confess to stealing from the cookie
jar?) External Conflict: Person deals with force outside of himself or herself. This struggle may
be physical or emotional in nature.

Foreshadowing Blue Clues and hints to future actions
Foreshadowing: hints and clues the author provides as to what will happen later in the story.

Speculate and predict what the future actions and events of the novel will be. Highlight the
foreshadowing in blue in the text, and then write in the margins of the novel what you think is
going to happen based on Shelley's clues.

Symbolism Red

Symbol: is an item that can stand for itself and something else. In this novel you will focus on the
symbols of fire (lightning, electricity) and ice.

Highlight all of the above instances in red. In your margins, comment on the possible meaning of
these symbols.

Chapter Summaries: At the end of each chapter, please type out the events of the chapter. Label
the chapters accordingly. This will help you keep track of events in the novel. Please use a
summary method to convey your understanding of the chapter. Bullet points in your summaries
are acceptable. Choose your words carefully and try your best to be concise in your writing.
Include only the essential events of the chapter that shape the plot of the story.

Enjoy the summer reading! Although the language involves elevated diction, you may find the
plot of what happens when a man tampers with what should be left a mystery to be intriguing. If
you have any questions, please e-mail pmommaer@kusd.edu.

Summer Reading Workshop

This is a voluntary activity where students can receive instruction regarding Frankenstein. The topics will
vary from session to session. It is understood that you will purchase the novel early in the summer and
embark on this project on your own. The workshop sessions will provide guidance for students seeking
extra help in understanding the text and successfully carrying out the assignment.

Dates: Wed  6.24.09 1-4pm
Mon  6.29.09 1-4pm
Mon  7.13.09 1-4pm
Tues  7.21.09 1-4pm
Wed  7.29.09 1-4pm

Room: Tremper High School Portable 5 or 6 (Signs will be posted, main office will have location.)
Thank You,

Teachers of Survey of Literature and Composition Honors 9
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Mr. Paul Mommaerts



